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Letters respond to Jonathan Franzen’s Cultural Comment about climate change.

Can We Stop Climate Change?

Franzen’s essay is a welcome discussion of reality. At our current rate of progress,
we cannot stop global warming. But Franzen says he is not a scientist, and it shows.
In the last few decades, science has enabled us to manipulate molecules of DNA as
easily as a carpenter builds a table. Technologically speaking, developing safe and
controllable methods to combat rising temperatures is a much easier task. Franzen
deserves credit for advancing the discussion, but he should recognize that what we
need is a large government-funded research program—one that gives science the
chance to stop global warming.

Robert Eisenberg

Chicago, IL.

This article appears in the print edition of the September 30, 2019, issue.
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